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Abstract

This research aims to measure and rank Afghanistan’s fresh fruits comparative and competitive
advantage from 2011-2022. To measure the comparative advantage and determine the
competitiveness of Afghanistan among the region countries and principal trading partners, the
Revealed Comparative Advantage (RCA), Revealed Symmetric Comparative Advantage (RSCA),
Chi-Square, Michaely, and Balance indices were used. The Hillman condition was used to examine
the reliability of the results. The findings revealed that Afghanistan has a comparative advantage in
producing and exporting grapes, watermelons, melons, apricots, apples, and fresh figs compared to
12 principal trading partners and stands in the top rank. According to Michael and Balance indices,
Afghanistan has a comparative advantage in producing and exporting pomegranates. However, due
to data unavailability for other countries, the comparison to rank the countries was not possible.
Chi-Square index results indicated a significant fact regarding these products: Although
Afghanistan has a comparative advantage in producing and exporting these fresh fruits compared
to 12 main trading partners, it has yet to secure an appropriate position in the regional and
international markets. Afghanistan can achieve its position in the regional and international markets
by implementing viable strategies, standard packaging, and regular marketing of these products.
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512.8 2352.9 812.6 649.8 1463.5 95.1 113.1 168.0 143.0 77.2 74.6 107.2 97.6 HI
84.59 4.59 12.73 13.64 6.90 107.10 91.83 57.66 81.69 158.29 184.07 136.04 160.55 RCA B
0.913 0.642 0.854 0.863 0.747 0.981 0.978 0.966 0.976 0.987 0.989 0.985 0.988 RSCA '3"
0.844 0.001 0.013 0.018 0.003 1.100 0.791 0.331 0.556 2.015 2.430 1.247 1.620 X
855.4 880.3 646.5 876.8 370.7 480.4 578.6 388.4 119.9 194.9 3218.3 1914.5 595.4 HI
27.54 17.09 22.60 13.07 31.56 24.75 18.59 24.67 86.93 58.49 3.65 6.65 22.43 RCA g‘}
0.876 0.889 0.915 0.858 0.939 0.922 0.898 0.922 0.977 0.966 0.570 0.738 0.915 RSCA D
0.109 0.017 0.032 0.013 0.080 0.047 0.029 0.058 0.706 0.289 0.001 0.003 0.034 )(2
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Loyl 1401 1400 1399 1398 1397 1396 1395 1394 1393 1392 1391 1390 S5 995 50 o g0
258.3 146.6 595.4 161.1 82.9 1074.9 108.7 89.8 127.4 95.7 139.1 269.8 208.7 HI
269.22 351.39 75.44 234.67 459.12 35.90 346.96 413.57 284.82 413.88 249.64 150.51 214.77 RCA 3
0.987 0.994 0.974 0.992 0.996 0.946 0.994 0.995 0.993 0.995 0.992 0.987 0.991 RSCA >
2.224 2.327 0.123 1.409 5.381 0.032 3.126 4.514 2.198 4.252 1.769 0.548 1.015 X

87.9 131.3 59.1 43.8 92.1 80.0 51.6 23.0 35.8 119.9 49.5 55.7 312.9 HI

42.75 27.62 47.62 52.66 28.33 31.44 44.05 93.98 65.19 20.73 47.28 45.94 8.18 RCA

0.936 0.930 0.959 0.963 0.932 0.938 0.956 0.979 0.970 0.908 0.959 0.957 0.782 RSCA }
0.934 0.195 0.769 1.150 0.286 0.368 0.814 3.981 1.762 0.157 0.914 0.788 0.020 X
9693.5 521.2 597.7 648.5 6.0 13056.3 25992.5 1037.6 1352.3 2872.1 27097.4 32986.6 10154.3 HI
879.47 339.95 247.33 221.69 9245.66 12.96 7.56 207.57 154.97 78.21 9.67 8.69 19.42 RCA 1
0.922 0.994 0.992 0.991 1.000 0.857 0.766 0.990 0.987 0.975 0.813 0.794 0.902 RSCA %
67.879 0.634 0.401 0.331 812.845 0.001 0.000 0.197 0.113 0.026 0.000 0.000 0.002 X

et (glaasl C“
Note: HI; Hillman Index, RCA; Revealed Comparative Advantage, RSCA; Revealed Symmetric Comparative Advantage, MI; Michaely Index, Bl; Balance
Index, CTB; Contribution to the Trade Balance, and x?; Chi-Square Index.
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