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Green Spaces and Urban Forest’s Role in Mitigating Air
Pollution in Kabul City: A Review

Lutfullah Safi (Ph.D.)

Department of Natural Resources Management, Faculty of Environmental
Sciences, Kabul University, Kabul, Afghanistan
Email: lutfullahsafi7@gmail.com

Abstract
The purpose of this research is to review the role of urban forests and green spaces
in reducing air pollution in Kabul city. The findings indicate that the air quality
index (AQI) of this city reaches from 300 to 500, which is considered dangerous
and unhealthy. The built-up area in the city has increased by (72.1 +) percent and
the green space has decreased by (-27.1) percent, which has increased the air
pollution in the city. Forest trees can be found on roads, parks, watershed farms
and institutional gardens. There is only five square meters of green space for the
citizens of this city. Therefore, to improve air quality, reduce greenhouse gases
and improve the climate, planting urban trees and greenery is the only cheap and
effective way that should be implemented in the city of Kabul.
Keywords: Kabul City; Pollution; Urban Forest; Greenhouse Gases; Climate
Change
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