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Clinical and Epidemiological Aspects of Monkeypox: An
Emerging Zoonosis with Worldwide Distribution

Associate Prof. Assadullah Samadi, DVM, MVSc

Department of Paraclinic, Faculty of Veterinary Sciences, Kabul University, Kabul, Afghanistan
Email: assad.samadi@gmail.com

Abstract

Monkeypox is an emerging viral disease that has recently spread to all countries of the
world. Wild animals, especially different species of monkeys and small rodents, are the
main reservoirs of the causative virus. Humans are mainly infected by contact with such
animal sources or by exposure to infected humans. Although smallpox was eradicated
from the world in 1977, but the emergence of monkeypox infections in human
populations and its rapid spread to all continents in 2022, made many concerns about the
repetition of human smallpox events which were accompanied with lots of casualties in
human populations. Based on this condition, the World Health Organization has declared
the recent incident of monkeypox as a public health emergency of international concern,
which requires immediate and coordinated measures at the international level.
Keywords: Clinical And Epidemiological Aspects; Monkeypox; Human Cases; New
Outbreaks; Public Health Emergency; Animal Reservoirs
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