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Review: Clinical Aspects of Pregnancy Toxemia Disease in Ewes
Jr. Teaching Asstt. Emal Hbibi

Abstract

Pregnancy Toxemia is a metabolic disease of ewes that usually occurs during the last 3
to 6 weeks of pregnancy. Negative energy balance during late pregnancy in ewes is an
important cause of pregnancy toxemia. Affected ewes showed neurologic signs,
quivering, depression, anorexia, weakness, staggering gait, blindness, recumbency and
coma that eventually causes death of the animal. The diagnosis of pregnancy toxemia is
based on anamnesis, clinical signs and laboratory tests. In treatment of pregnhancy
toxemia the medicine can be administered by injection and mouth and caesarean section
can be used to remove the fetus. Pregnancy toxemia can be prevented by providing
quality and sufficient food and controlling factors that reduce feed intake or increase
energy consumption in the animal.

Keywords: Pregnancy toxemia; Ewes; Diagnosis; Treatment; Prevention
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