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Alfalfa Certified Seed Production
Associate Prof. Gulmohammad Ajir

Abstract

There are many differences between alfalfa produced for forage and alfalfa produced for
seed, but two major differences come to mind: water and plant density. Alfalfa seed
production requires about half the amount or less of water required for forage production.
For alfalfa hay production grower are planting anywhere from 16-18 kg and in seed
production you would plant 12-15 kg of seed per hectare. Alfalfa grown for seed requires
an arid and dry climate. Fertile soil is obviously a plus, but alfalfa can be grown in a
variety of soil. Alfalfa seed production without bees would be nearly impossible. The
majority of alfalfa seed producers use the bees in alfalfa seed production areas. There are
some pests growers may need to worry about.

Keywords: Isolation; Plant density; Pollination; Rouging; Certified seed
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Some bees are better pollinators of flowers like
alfalfa, blueberry, and tomato than honey bees

= because of flower structure--in alfalfa, honey bees avoid
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Nomia melanderi

alfalfa
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alfalfa leaf cutter bee (European)
Megachile rotundata
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