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Role of interferons in the function of immune system
Jr. Teaching Asstt. Mohammad Naiem Alizada

Abstract

Interferons are a family of endocrine and paracrine cytokines that are secreted by host
cell in response to the pathogenic agents specially virus and bacteria. Interferon is small
proteins belonging to the group of cytokines which they are acting as the first borderline
of defense systems against pathogens. According in types I, Il and I1l. They are usually
increasing fast during viral infections, which indicating their important role in control of
viral infections. They have effect on immune system and inhibit the tumor growth.
Therefore, the aims of this paper are to review the different aspects of interferon role in
defense system along with withe their structure, function and mechanism of action during
a viral infection.
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