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The Economic Impact of Qosh Tepa Canal on Agriculture

Sector

Miraga Hussain Khaill, Khal Mohammad Ahmadzai?
1.2 Department of Agricultural Economics and Extension, Faculty of Agriculture, Kabul
University
Email: miraga_hussainkhail@yahoo.om

Abstract

Afghanistan is an agricultural country, with about 80 percent of the country's population depending
on agriculture. Decades of conflicts and a growing population have left Afghanistan unable to
produce sufficient agricultural products making it dependent on other countries for almost most
agricultural products. Water is considered one of the most important natural resources of the
country and has direct and special impact on the development of agriculture and livestock.
Afghanistan gets about 75 billion cubic meters of water annually. Most of this goes to the
neighboring countries without being used for domestic needs. From the total of surface water,
Afghanistan uses only 20 billion cubic meters, and the remaining 37 billion cubic meters of water
is used to irrigate the lands of neighboring countries. The country is not self-sufficient in food, and
it is necessary that the country get self-sufficiency in food using its internal resources. Fortunately,
Afghanistan has sufficient productive resources such as land, water and climate, and with good
management and use of these resources country can achieve self-sufficiency in food. The
construction of the Qosh Tepa Canal to bring water for irrigation is expected to help agriculture
production in Afghanistan. The main purpose of this article is to evaluate the economic impact of
Qosh Tepa Canal on Afghanistan agriculture. Data were collected from technical reports and
scientific articles and the archival method is used.

Keywords: Qosh Tepa Canal, Natural resources, Water, Agricultural products
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